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CORONAVIRUS 19 (COVID-19) ANTI-STOCKPILING POLICY 
 

POLICY: Serology Tests for Coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) Infections Anti-stockpiling  

 

DATE REVIEWED: 03/10/2021 

 

TESTS AFFECTED:   

 COVID-19 IgG/IgM Test Cassette (Rapid Response™ COVID-19 – 

BTNX Inc.) 

 
Test Per One-Day Limit 

Rapid Response™ COVID-19 1 test kit 

Limits for all COVID-19 

serology tests will 

accumulate as additional 

tests become available.  

 

OVERVIEW 
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) have developed criteria for considering testing for COVID-19 

based on what is currently known about COVID-19.1 According to the CDC criteria, patients with 

symptoms who are hospitalized, healthcare facility workers, workers in congregate living settings 

(including prisons and shelters), first responders, and residents in long-term care facilities should have the 

highest priority for COVID-19 testing.  Individuals with symptoms of potential COVID-19 infection (e.g., 

fever, cough, shortness of breath, chills, muscle pain, new loss of taste or smell, vomiting or diarrhea, 

and/or sore throat) or individuals without symptoms who are prioritized by health departments or 

clinicians as a result of public health monitoring, sentinel surveillance, or screening of other 

asymptomatic individuals according to state and local plans should be given high testing priority. 

 

A molecular test for COVID-19 (also known as a diagnostic test, viral test, nucleic acid amplification test 

[NAAT], or RT-PCR test), is used to determine active coronavirus infection.  It cannot detect whether an 

individual has been previously infected with the coronavirus.  A serology test for COVID-19 (also known 

as an antibody test, a serological test, blood test, or serology test), is used to determine previous infection 

with the coronavirus.  It cannot detect active coronavirus infection. 

 

The purpose of this policy is to prevent the stockpiling, misuse and/or overuse of serology tests used for 

detecting the presence of the COVID-19 antibodies. The quantities of all serology COVID-19 tests 

accumulate towards one test per day (e.g., if pt. already filled one Rapid Response test, another serology test 

cannot be filled).  For coverage of an additional test per day, prior authorization is required.   

 

CRITERIA 
Approval duration as noted below in criteria. 

 
Rapid Response™ COVID-19 

 

1. For patients who meet one of the following criteria AND the prescriber attests that the patient 

needs an additional COVID-19 serology test, approve a one-time override of one COVID-19 

serology test. 

a. The previous test sample was lost, misplaced, or is unavailable and an additional 

test is needed, OR; 

b. There is a question as to whether optimal test sample collection technique was 

used and an additional test is needed, OR; 
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c. In the prescriber’s opinion, the patient’s clinical situation warrants an additional 

test. 

d. The patient has been exposed to COVID-19 after the previous test was completed. 
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