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DRUG QUANTITY MANAGEMENT POLICY – STANDARD PR RX 

 
POLICY: Topical Collagenase Santyl Ointment Dispensing Limit 

 

DATE REVIEWED:          07/24/2020 

 

DRUGS AFFECTED:    collagenase santyl ointment 250 units/gram (Collagenase Santyl® – Smith 

   & Nephew, Inc.) 

OVERVIEW 

Collagenase Santyl Ointment is a sterile enzymatic debriding ointment which contains 250 

collagenase units per gram of white petrolatum USP.  It is indicated for debriding chronic dermal 

ulcers and severely burned areas. Collagenase Santyl Ointment should be applied once daily or 

more frequently if the dressing becomes soiled, as from incontinence. 

 

According to the manufacturer, a 3 x 3 inch (8 x 8 cm) wound will require approximately 180 

grams of Collagenase Santyl ointment if applied once daily for 30 days2. A quantity of 180 

grams per dispening will be covered without prior authorization.  This is enough drug to cover 

approximately one 3 x 3 inch (8 x 8 cm) wound when applying once daily for 30 days.   

 

For coverage of additional quantities a coverage review is required.  The objective of this 

program is to prevent stockpiling, misuse and/or overuse. 

 

CRITERIA 

All approvals are provided for 12 months in duration. 

 

1. For patients treating multiple wounds or a wound greater than 3 x 3 inches (8 x 8 cm), an 

override of 90 grams per dispensing can be approved for each additional 1.5 x 1.5 inch 

wound area being treated.  

2. For patients requiring more frequent administration, an override of 90 grams per dispensing 

can be approved for :  

a. each additional 1.5 x 1.5 inch wound area  

b. being treated more frequently than once daily.   

c. For example : a patient with a 6 x 6 inch wound being treated three times a day 

would need an override for an additional 360 grams per 30 days-  (e.g. 2 x 180 grams 

= 360 grams [2 x 1.5 inch additional areas being treated TID  

       (180 grams for each area) = 360 grams]).  See override quantity table below for  

        reference examples. 

 

Wound Size Dosing Frequency Override Quantity 

1.5 inches x 1.5 inches BID - twice daily 90 grams 

1.5 inches x 1.5 inches TID - three times a day 180 grams 

1.5 inches x 1.5 inches QID – four times a day 270 grams 

 

EXCLUSIONS 
1. No overrides are recommended for use in compounded formulations. 
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2. No overrides are recommended for any other indications not listed in the prescribing 

information. 
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